
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 
Addendum 

MIHP Number: WA-I-133 

Property Name: Loose Farm 
Property Address: Jefferson Boulevard (MD 64) 

Hagerstown, MD 

The "log house" at the Loose Farm was described as in ruins on page 50 of the 
September 26, 2007 report "Cultural Resource Investigations for the Proposed 
Hagerstown Light Business Park; Washington County, Maryland" prepared for JBD LLC 
by R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates. The report reads, "South of the main house, 
and adjacent to a bend in Antietam Creek, is the ruin of a frame house that had been 
described as a log house clad in clapboards by a Maryland Inventory of Historic Places 
from completed in 1975 (Dickey 1975). A concrete-block building was located northeast 
of the wood dwelling. The frame house and the concrete-block outbuilding are in a 
ruinous state, and are completely covered by vegetal growth." 
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This house is located a short distance south of Jefferson Boulevard on 
the east bank of the Antietam Creek about one mile east of Hagerstown. 
It is situated on a bluff above the creek and faces north. 

The structure is a two-story, four-bay dwelling presumably of log con
struction, sheathed with wooden siding. A one-story, two-bay el extends 
to the rear. The walls are set on low fieldstone foundations. The actual 
wall construction could not be observed because of the siding which appears 
to date from the late 19th century. 

The placement of openings with doors and windows grouped toward the ends 
of the front elevation suggests that the structure was a two-unit dwelling. 
Those windows which retain their sashes have six-over-six lights. No 
sashes could be observed on the first story windows which are larger than 
those at the second story level. Some first story windows retain pairs of 
two-panel shutters. 

The two entrances, located in the inner bays of the front elevation appear 
identical. Simply trimmed frames hold Victorian period four-panel doors. 

A one-story shed roof porch extends along the front elevation. It is sup' 
ported by chamfered square posts with simplified Victorian brackets. Deep 
shed roofed porches continued as part of the main roof span extend along 
the east and west elevations of the rear el. 

The roof is covered with sheet metal which appears to be in good condi
tion. It terminates with a plain barge set directly against the end walls. 
The eaves are finished with simple boxing. Small brick chimneys are located 
inside each gable end. A large exterior brick chimney with an elongated 
stack is located at the south end of the one-story section. 

Several small outbuildings are located nearby. 

The house is in deteriorated condition and is located on a tract contain
ing 76.75 acres. A one-and-a-half story stone dwelling (WA-I-132) is 
also located on this property. 
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The area of significance of this house is its architecture. Pro
bably constructed of log, the structure is representative of a major 
architectural group in Washington County and the Cumberland Valley. 
Log was used as a building material in Washington County from the 
earliest days of settlement to well into the 19th century. Many such 
buildings are still in use today disguised by various forms of siding 
or bricks. 

This property was purchased in 1877 by Joseph B. Loose, a wealthy 
landowner of Washington County. Members of the Loose and Lane 
families held the property until 1965. 
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